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THE PALAUNGS OF BURMA*
MRS. LESLIE MILNE is already well known to ethnologists
by her excellent book on the Shans of Burma. She has now
given us a similar study of the Palaungs, another people of
the same district who are scattered over various regions of
the Shan States. They belong to the Mon-Khmer family, a
people whose language is now spoken in Cambodia and by
the Khasis of Assam. Their ancestors appear to have been
early immigrants into Burma and to have been afterwards
driven up into the hills, which their descendants still occupy,
' by later swarms of invaders from Central Asia. Secure on
their hill-tops, they have been hardly touched by the tide of
battle which surged to and fro in the valleys below, where
Shans, Burmans, and Chinese contended for the mastery.
But, as the Shans settled permanently in the lowlands, the
various Palaung clans have been separated from each other
by wedges of an alien race ; and thus in their isolation they
have developed different dialects and, to a certain extent,
different customs. They are a pacific, unwarlike people,
chiefly occupied in the cultivation of tea. In their gentle
character and peaceful pursuits they contrast strongly with
the Wild Wahs, who speak a kindred language, but are the
only barbarous tribe now left in Burma; for it seems that
these fierce mountaineers still justify their evil reputation by
indulging in the practice of head-hunting.
The author deals chiefly with the Katur tribe of the
Palaungs, who live in or near Namhsan, the capital of Tawng-
* The Home of an Eastern Clan: A Study of the Palaungs of the
Shan States. By Mrs. Leslie Milne. (Oxford: at The Clarendon
Press, 1924.) (The Times Literary Supplement, September 4,1924.)
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